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Over the two decades since Kadoya was completed, about half 
of those who set the counters either left Naoshima or passed 
away. Today, in 2018, 61 of the members still live on the 
island. Some of them who were already over thirty years old 
back then remember the day and have made comments such 
as: “I looked forward to seeing how the work in which I 
participated would turn out. I still boast of the experience. 
When it was finished, I carried around a sketch of the layout 
of the work to show others”; “Because I participated in the 
installation, I can tell people proudly, ‘this one is mine’. It is a 
good memory of mine”; “I thought that I could become a part 
of the work. And I wanted my counter to flash at the fastest 
pace out of all of them because I’m a restless person.” On the 
other hand, they admitted to not visiting Kadoya very often 
any more. “I do visit Kadoya but I go there to show it to my 
guests on business rather than to see the work”; “Since I took 
my relatives there, I haven’t been to Kadoya”; “I don’t go 
there unless I have a guest from outside of Naoshima. When I 
told my friends that I had been involved in the work, they 
said, ‘Wow!’” Most of them go only occasionally and do not 
actively invite visitors. Many of the participants who are in 
their twenties now have never been back since their childhood. 

The circumstances around Kadoya have greatly changed. New 
locations of the Art House Project were added every few years 
with a total of seven houses now. We had only a few visitors 
back then but now the narrow roads are filled with people on 
weekends and many of them visit Kadoya. What do the people 
of Naoshima think about this situation? Both pros and cons to 
the island growing busier were given in people’s answers: “We 
see many shops and tourists here. Without the Art House 
















